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(57) ABSTRACT

The present techniques are directed to a method for micro-
probe analyses of isotope ratios in inhomogeneous matrices.
The method includes selecting matrix standards that have
matrices that resemble a target matrix. A bulk isotope analysis
is run on each of the matrix standards to determine a bulk
isotope ratio value. A microprobe analysis is run on each of
the matrix standards to determine a microprobe isotope ratio
values for each of the plurality of matrix standards. Spurious
values are eliminated from the microprobe isotope ratio val-
ues. The microprobe isotope ratio values are averaged for
each of the matrix standards to create an average microprobe
isotope ratio value associated with each of the matrix stan-
dards. The bulk isotope ratio value for each of matrix stan-
dards is plotted against the average microprobe isotope ratio
value associated with each of the matrix standards to create a
matrix corrected calibration curve.
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1
MEASUREMENT OF ISOTOPE RATIOS IN
COMPLEX MATRICES

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

this application is the National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/US2011/020371, filed 6 Jan. 2011,
which claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent Applica-
tion No. 61/329,990 filed 30 Apr. 2010 entitled MEASURE-
MENT OF ISOTOPE RATIOS IN COMPLEX MATRICES,
the entirety of which is incorporated by reference herein.

TECHNICAL FIELD

Exemplary embodiments of the present techniques relate
to a method and system for determining isotope ratios of
materials in complex matrices.

BACKGROUND

Accurate determination of geological history in a region or
sub-region of a hydrocarbon-bearing province is important in
order to build basin-scale, play-scale, and reservoir-scale
models of potential hydrocarbon targets. Predictions of oil
and gas yields as well as reservoir porosity and permeability
are important for assessing hydrocarbon resources. These
quantities may be dependent on the thermal and chemical
history of a reservoir over geological time. For example, the
quality, quantity, and timing of the hydrocarbon may be influ-
enced by the pressures and temperatures to which the source
rocks, components thereof, migration pathways, and reser-
voirs have been subjected. Consequently, models for these
properties are important tools for locating and harvesting
hydrocarbon reservoirs.

Further, the isotopic signatures of the materials that make
up reservoir rocks (such as the minerals, fluids, fossils, and
hydrocarbons) reflect their respective geologic, chemical,
and biological histories. Such information can be of great
relevance to petroleum exploration, production, and develop-
ment. More specifically, as the rocks are altered in the reser-
voir, the minerals making up the rocks can attain various
isotopic signatures that are uniquely tied to the conditions at
the time of the alteration. The resulting signatures may be
“frozen” into the sample as the minerals solidify. As the
grains age over geologic timescales, the original solidified
minerals can be covered by overlayers with other isotopic
signatures, indicative of conditions different from those
already “frozen” into the interior portions of the grain.

For example, U.S. Pat. No. 4,517,461 to Crandall discloses
a carbon isotope analysis of hydrocarbons. The method
involves the introduction of a sample containing an isotope of
interest into an analytical detector operative to convert the
sample into a product analyzable by a mass spectrometer. A
property of the sample representative of the quantity of at
least one of its constituents is detected, and the conversion
product is passed from the detector to a mass spectrometer
operative to detect the isotopic ratio of interest. The method
optionally includes passing the sample or a source material
through a chromatograph column for separation into suitable
fractions. The apparatus includes an appropriate analytical
detector and a mass spectrometer with optional chromatog-
raphy column. The method and instrument are particularly
suited for analysis of oil-related samples such as crude oil
fractions, natural gas, soil gas and oil shale as a tool in oil
prospecting.
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A number of techniques have been used to analyze the
isotope ratios of reservoir samples. These techniques have
included, for example, conventional rock analysis, micro-
drilling or micromilling analysis, laser ablation techniques,
and secondary ion mass spectrometry.

In conventional rock analysis, a significant quantity (for
example, milligrams to tens of milligrams) of a material is
separated from a rock. The separated sample is presumed to
be a single type of material, for example, having a relatively
uniform matrix. The separated sample is then chemically
processed to produce a material for introduction into a mass
spectrometer, for example, being dissolved in an acid. The
chemically processed sample may be aspirated into a stream
of gas that is introduced into the instrument. The chemically
processed sample may be ionized during introduction, for
example, by being converted to a plasma in this introduction
step. Highly accurate values of the isotope ratios may then be
determined for the sample.

For example, U.S. Pat. No. 5,012,052 to Hayes discloses an
apparatus and method for isotope-ratio-monitoring by gas
chromatography-mass spectrometry. With the apparatus and
method, samples are introduced in a hydrogen carrier gas into
a gas chromatograph and resolved into discrete compounds.
The discrete compounds are thereafter introduced to a selec-
tively permeable membrane separator, employing palladium,
palladium alloy or other suitable material, to separate out the
hydrogen carrier. A replacement carrier gas is simultaneously
introduced to carry the chromatographic sample to a combus-
tion reactor, water separator and isotope-ratio-monitoring
mass spectrometer. The replacement carrier gas is introduced
at a lower flowrate than the hydrogen carrier gas, thus per-
mitting lower flowrates to be introduced to the mass spec-
trometer to improve its precision. Flowrates to the mass spec-
trometer are thus reduced without any loss or fractionation of
the sample. An improved combustion system is employed to
reduce system volume and equalize system pressure, while
still providing quantitative combustion.

The traditional use of this method has demonstrated the
utility of this information to determine the geologic history of
bulk samples. However, due to the quantity of the material
used in the analysis, contamination with unwanted materials,
for example, materials having other matrices, may be a prob-
lem. Separation of the materials prior to chemical processing
can be time-consuming and therefore costly. Further, the
chemical processing of materials prior to introduction into the
mass spectrometer is time consuming, requiring highly spe-
cialized analytical chemical skills. See Sharp, 7., PRINCIPLES
OF STaBLE IsotopE GEocHEMISTRY (Pearson Prentice Hall, Upper
Saddle River, N.J., 2007).

In micromilling (or microdrilling) analysis, a small quan-
tity of powder is produced by mechanical abrasion of a target
region in a sample, providing spatial resolution and reducing
potential contamination versus bulk analysis. The resulting
analyzed volume may be cylindrical or trench shaped,
depending on the tool used. The minimum volume of material
that can be sampled using this technique is approximately 10%
pm?®, which may be equivalent to a fraction of a milligram of
material. The size of the micromill or microdrill tool deter-
mines the minimum step size resolution, with values as small
as 100 pm reported.

However, rock components of interest may be smaller than
the minimum spatial resolution for this method. See Vincent,
B., L. Emmanuel, P. Houel, and J. Loreau, Geodyramic Con-
trol on Carbonate Diagenesis: Petrographic and Isotopic
Investigation of the Upper Jurassic Formations of the Paris
Basin (France), 197 SEDIMENTARY GEOLOGY 267-289 (2007).
Further, chemical processing of the resulting powder requires
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time consuming specialized analytical chemical skills, due to
the small sample size. As a result, microdrilling or microm-
illing may be used more often on carbonate-based rock com-
ponents than on materials having other matrices, as carbonate
matrices are softer and more easily dissolved than many other
matrices. See C. Spotl and D. Mattey, Stable Isotope Micro-
sampling of Speleothems for Palaeoenvironmental Studies: A
Comparison of Microdrill, Micromill and Laser Ablation
Techniques, 235 Caemical Georogy 48-58 (2006) (hereinafter
“Spotl”).

In laser spectrometry, a focused laser beam can provide
spatial analysis with typical spot sizes of about 100 pum. Three
methods may be used to sample the material: laser ablation,
thermal vaporization, and chemical reaction. In laser abla-
tion, material can be directly removed from the surface of the
sample and ionized by the energy from the photons in the
laser. The ionized material may be captured by a radio wave
generated plasma and released into a induction stream into a
mass spectrometer, for example, in techniques such as laser
ablation inductively coupled plasma mass spectrometry (la-
ser ablation-ICP-MS). In another technique, the laser may be
used as a direct source of heat energy to the surface of the
sample, causing vaporization of the sample at a target point.
The vaporized material may then be captured in a neutral gas
induction stream and fed into a mass spectrometer. In chemi-
cal reaction techniques, the laser may energize a reactive gas
at the surface of the sample, causing the formation of a cor-
rosive ionized atmosphere in a target area.

However, laser based methods generally require special-
ized lasers, with frequencies tailored to either the character-
istics of the solid sample or to the solid’s reaction with a
reactive gas environment. Therefore, to analyze a full suite of
rock components can require several specialized instruments.
Further, a correction to account for mass fractionation during
sample generation, specific to that isotope and solid, must be
applied. The spatial resolution is significantly larger than the
beam size due to beam damage, which is 2-to-4 times the
diameter of the beam. See Spotl; C. 1. Macaulay, A. E. Fallick,
R. S. Haszeldine, and C. M. Graham, Methods of Laser-
Based Stable Isotope Measurement Applied to Diagenetic
Cements and Hydrocarbon Reservoir Quality, 35 CLay MIN-
ErRALS 313-322 (2000).

In secondary ion mass spectrometry (SIMS), a focused ion
beam sputters material from a surface of a sample, ejecting
ionized particles, which are then introduced into an attached
mass spectrometer for analysis. Spot sizes for typical isotopic
analysis range in size from several tens of um in diameter
down to 3x3 um”. The technique is efficient, requiring less
than 10? pm® of material, corresponding to a few nanograms.
Although any solid component may be analyzed, variations in
the matrices will be reflected in different measured isotope
ratios. This is a result of the slight differences in reactivity
exhibited by different isotopes of an element. Thus, a matrix
correction may be required to provide accurate results. There
are several empirical schemes to calculate matrix corrections,
but these may not be sufficiently accurate for quantitative
geochemistry.

Application of SIMS analysis to rock analysis has been
tested by a few groups. For example, one study performed
SIMS based on a single matrix correction that did not take
into account the effects of variation of compositional
changes. See I. R. Fletcher, M. R. Kilburn, and B. Rasmussen,
2008, Nanosims Mu u-Scale In Situ Measurement of C-13/C-
12 in Early Precambrian Organic Matter, with Permil Preci-
sion, 2778 INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF MASS SPECTROMETRY 59-68.
Although the technique has a high spatial resolution, the full
advantages of the theoretical limits have not been realized,
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4

and as a consequence, thin microquartz rims were missed in
some analyses of oxygen isotopes. See A. M. E. Marchand, C.
1. Macaulay, R. S. Haszeldine, and A. E. Fallick, Pore Water
Evolution in Oilfield Sandstones: Constraints from Oxygen
Isotope Microanalyses of Quartz Cement, 191 CHEMICAL
GEeoLogy 285-304 (2002); N. E. Aase, and O. Walderhaug,
The Effect of Hydrocarbons on Quartz Cementation.: Diagen-
esis in the Upper Jurassic Sandstones of the Miller Field,
North Sea, Revisited, 11 PetroLEUM GEOSCENCE 215-223
(2005).

Although the use of microanalytic techniques is wide-
spread, these techniques are seldom applied to problems asso-
ciated with the reservoir rocks of hydrocarbon reservoirs. The
predominant applications of the prior microanalytical tech-
niques to natural samples are in characterizing mantle
geochemistry, cosmochemistry, paleo-oceanography, and
age dating. Isotopic and trace element chemistry is often used
for mantle geochemistry. The use of microanalytics for cos-
mochemistry is driven by the fact that sample sizes are nearly
always limited and the geochemical questions are closely
related to mantle geochemistry. The interest of the paleo-
oceanographers is driven by interest in global climate change.

SUMMARY

An exemplary embodiment of the present techniques pro-
vides a method for microprobe analyses of isotope ratios in
inhomogeneous matrices. The method includes selecting a
plurality of matrix standards that have matrices that have a
common characteristic with a target matrix. A bulk isotope
analysis is run on each of the plurality of matrix standards to
determine a bulk isotope ratio value for each of the plurality of
matrix standards. A plurality of microprobe analyses is run on
each of the plurality of matrix standards to determine a plu-
rality of microprobe isotope ratio values for each of the plu-
rality of matrix standards. Spurious values are eliminated
from the plurality of microprobe isotope ratio values and the
plurality of microprobe isotope ratio values for each of the
plurality of matrix standards are averaged to create an average
microprobe isotope ratio value associated with each of the
plurality of matrix standards. The bulk isotope ratio value for
each of the plurality of matrix standards is plotted against the
average microprobe isotope ratio value associated with each
of the plurality of matrix standards to create a matrix cor-
rected calibration curve.

A working standard may be run at each analysis to correct
isotope ratio measurements for instrumental mass fraction-
ation (IMF). The method may include creating a map of
isotope ratios of the sample matrix. The method may include
determining a quality of a reservoir core sample. A map of
grain coatings may be created from the map of isotope ratios.
A map of cements may be created from the map of isotope
ratios.

The map may include >C/**C (8'>C) ratios. The method
may include determining an origin of carbon in minerals in
the sample matrix.

The map may include *30/*°0 (8'20) ratios. The method
may include determining a temperature of precipitation for
minerals in the sample matrix.

The map may include 3#S/*2S (8**S) ratios. The method
may include determining an origin of sulfur in minerals in the
sample matrix.

The method may include determining grain provenance
from the map of isotope ratios. The sample matrix may be
frozen on a cryogenic stage to solidify fluids in the sample
matrix prior to creating the map ofisotope ratios of the sample
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matrix comprising the fluids. The method may include deter-
mining a connectivity of the sample matrix.

Another exemplary embodiment provides a method for
analyzing the potential of a hydrocarbon reservoir. The
method includes obtaining a rock sample from the hydrocar-
bonreservoir and selecting a plurality of matrix standards that
have matrices that have a common characteristic with the rock
sample. A bulk isotope analysis is run on each of the plurality
of' matrix standards to determine a bulk isotope ratio value for
each of the plurality of matrix standards. A plurality of micro-
probe analyses is run on each of the plurality of matrix stan-
dards to determine a plurality of microprobe isotope ratio
values for each of the plurality of matrix standards. Spurious
values are eliminated from the plurality of microprobe iso-
tope ratio values. The plurality of microprobe isotope ratio
values for each of the plurality of matrix standards are aver-
aged to create an average microprobe isotope ratio value
associated with each of the plurality of matrix standards. The
bulk isotope ratio value for each of the plurality of matrix
standards is plotted against the average microprobe isotope
ratio value for each of the plurality of matrix standards to
create a matrix corrected calibration curve. A microprobe
analysis is run on a target region of the rock sample and the
matrix corrected calibration curve is used to determine an
isotope ratio, 8" M, for a selected element in the target region.

A size of the target region may be less than about 0.8 um?>.
The microprobe technique may include secondary ion mass
spectrometry (SIMS) or atom-probe mass spectrometry.

The method may include determining the isotope ratios
(&"M), of a fluid inclusion in the rock by: solidifying the fluid
inclusion using a low temperature; and running a microprobe
analysis on the solidified fluid inclusion. An isotope ratio of
components in a frozen brine in the solidified fluid inclusion
may be determined.

A thermal, chemical and/or physical condition of a rock
sample may be determined based at least in part on the isotope
ratio for the selected element. Hydrocarbons may be pro-
duced from the potential hydrocarbon reservoir based at least
in part on the thermal, chemical and/or physical condition of
the rock sample. The isotope ratio may be a *C/**C isotope
ratio (8'°C), and the method may includes determining a
carbonate diagenesis based, at least in part, on the 8**C.

The isotope ratio may be a '*0/*%0 isotope ratio (3'*0). A
temperature of formation for silica cement may be deter-
mined based, at least in part, on the '%0. The method may
include obtaining a record of formation temperature for the
target region from a paleothermometer, determining a salinity
of a fluid trapped in the target region, and determine a pore
fluid evolution based at least in part on the 8*%0, a fraction-
ation factor for a mineral-water pair, and the formation tem-
peratures.

The isotope ratio may be a >*S/>2S isotope ratio (**S). The
method may include determining the probability of a sour gas
condition based at least in part on the *S. Further, the
method may include dating the time of precipitation of the
target region based at least in part on a comparison of the §*S
with a sulfur isotope variation in seawater over a period of
time. The method may include determining an origin for H,S
in a reservoir by comparing the 8**S of a gas in the reservoir
to the 8*S of the target region, and modifying exploration
strategies based on a location of a sulfate source for the H,S.

The isotope ratio may be a *”Sr/*®Srisotope ratio (3°°Sr) of
a Ca-bearing cement, and the method may include determin-
ing an origin and precipitation time for a cement by compar-
ing the 3*°Sr to a curve showing isotope variation over time.

Another exemplary embodiment of the present techniques
provides a system for analyzing isotope variations in inho-

35

40

45

50

55

6

mogeneous matrices The system includes an ion generator
configured to generate ions from a target region of a sample.
The system also includes a particle detector configured to
generate a signal that is proportional to the number of isotopes
for a target element in the target region. An analysis unitin the
system may include an input system configured to process the
signal from the particle detector to determine a count for two
or more isotopes for the target element, a processor, and a
memory device. The memory device may include code con-
figured to direct the processor to: calculate an isotope ratio for
the target element, project the isotope ratio onto a matrix
corrected calibration curve, and determine a matrix corrected
value for the isotope ratio. The system may include a sector
field mass spectrometer and/or an atom probe.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The advantages of the present techniques are better under-
stood by referring to the following detailed description and
the attached drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic view of a reservoir, in accordance
with an exemplary embodiment of the present techniques;

FIG. 2 is a drawing of a core sample from a well, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present tech-
niques;

FIG. 3 is a drawing of a quartz grain, illustrating different
layers having different formation histories, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present technique;

FIG. 4 is an example of a SIMS that may be used in
exemplary embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of a sample that is being
analyzed for a ratio of >*S to *28 (8**S), in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present techniques;

FIG. 6 is a process flow diagram of a method for correcting
SIMS measurements for matrix effects, in accordance with
exemplary embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating the generation of the working
standard, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
techniques;

FIG. 8 is a graph plotting working standards on the cali-
bration curve generated in FIG. 7, in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present technique;

FIG. 9 is a graph showing the plotting of matrix standards
on the graph of FIG. 7, in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present techniques;

FIG. 10 is a graph showing the elimination of spurious
measurements and the calculation of an average value for
each of the matrix standards, in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the present technique;

FIG. 11 is graph illustrating the generation of the matrix
corrected calibration curve, in accordance with exemplary
embodiments of the present techniques;

FIG. 12 is a graph showing the use of the matrix corrected
calibration curve for the isotope analysis of samples, in accor-
dance with exemplary embodiments of the present tech-
niques;

FIG. 13 illustrates a map of the concentration of *2S at a
surface of'a sample of bitumen from a hydrocarbon deposit, in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
techniques;

FIG. 14 illustrates a map of the concentration of *2S at a
surface of a sample of coke, in accordance with an exemplary
embodiment of the present techniques; and

FIG. 15 is a graph illustrating the application of the tech-
niques described herein to analyze the sulfur isotope ratio in
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bitumen samples, in accordance with an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present techniques.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

In the following detailed description section, specific
embodiments of the present techniques are described. How-
ever, to the extent that the following description is specific to
a particular embodiment or a particular use of the present
techniques, this is intended to be for exemplary purposes only
and simply provides a description of the exemplary embodi-
ments. Accordingly, the techniques are not limited to the
specific embodiments described below, but rather, include all
alternatives, modifications, and equivalents falling within the
true spirit and scope of the appended claims.

At the outset, for ease of reference, certain terms used in
this application and their meanings as used in this context are
set forth. To the extent a term used herein is not defined below,
it should be given the broadest definition persons in the per-
tinent art have given that term as reflected in at least one
printed publication or issued patent. Further, the present tech-
niques are not limited by the usage of the terms shown below,
as all equivalents, synonyms, new developments, and terms or
techniques that serve the same or a similar purpose are con-
sidered to be within the scope of the present claims.

“Brine” is an aqueous solution containing a relatively high
concentration of monovalent, divalent or trivalent metallic
cations such as those of iron, aluminum, calcium, magne-
sium, sodium or potassium. Brine solutions contain, for
example, from about 200 to about 200,000 weight parts per
million weight parts water of divalent cation, and/or about
500 to about 500,000 ppm monovalent cation. Brines include
solutions of alkali or alkaline earth metal salts in solution in
water and whose salt concentration can vary up to nearly
saturated. These salts include, among others, alkali metal or
alkaline earth chlorides, bromides, sulfates, hydroxides,
nitrates, and the like and natural brines. Brine sources include
natural brines as Chilean brines, geothermal brines, sea water,
mineral brines such as LiCl brine, KCI brine, other alkali
metal salt brines and industrial brines such as those recovered
from ore leaching, mineral dressing, and the like.

“Clastic rocks™ are rocks that are composed of fragments,
or clasts, of pre-existing rock. The term is most commonly,
but not uniquely, applied to sedimentary rocks, such as sand-
stone. Grain size determines the basic name of a clastic sedi-
mentary rock. Grain size can vary from clay in shales and
claystones, through silt in siltstones, sand in sandstones, and
gravel, cobble, to boulder sized fragments in conglomerates
and breccias.

As used herein, “carbonate” refers to carbonate rock
(which is made of chiefly carbonate minerals). Both carbon-
ate rock and carbonate mineral are primarily comprised of
carbonate ion, CO,>. Carbonate minerals common in chemi-
cally-precipitated sedimentary rock. The most common are
calcite or calcium carbonate, Ca;(COs;),, the chief constituent
of limestone. This corresponds to the main component of
mollusk shells and coral skeletons, from which carbonates
often form. Other carbonate minerals include dolomite, a
mineral comprised of calcium-magnesium carbonate CaMg
(COs;),, and siderite, comprised of iron (II) carbonate, Fe,
(CO;),.

A “calibration curve” is a plot of how an instrumental
response changes with a concentration of an analyte (the
substance to be measured). As used herein, a calibration curve
is a plot of an isotope ratio for a bulk sample against the
measured isotope ratio for a rock sample having a particular
matrix.
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As used herein, “cement” indicates a mineral matrix that
ties one or more types of rock or mineral fragments together
to form a single entity. The properties of the cement may be
used to evaluate the ability of a formation to trap or produce
hydrocarbons.

“Cryogenic temperature” refers to one or more tempera-
tures that are -50° C. or below.

“Connectivity” refers to a measure of the communication
(or lack thereof) between points within a geologic zone. Con-
nectivity is closely related to the reservoir internal geometry
and is commonly a primary factor controlling hydrocarbon
production efficiency and ultimate recovery.

As used herein, “diagenesis” is any chemical, physical, or
biological change undergone by a sediment after deposition,
outside of surface alteration (weathering) and metamor-
phism. Diagenesis occurs at relatively low temperatures and
pressures and results in changes to the rock’s original miner-
alogy and texture. Although diagenesis is usually reserved for
changes to inorganic materials, the term may also be used to
describe chemical, physical, or biological changes that form
subsurface hydrocarbon deposits from carbon sources.

A “formation” is a subsurface region, regardless of size,
comprising an aggregation of subsurface sedimentary, meta-
morphic and/or igneous matter, whether consolidated or
unconsolidated, and other subsurface matter, whether in a
solid, semi-solid, liquid and/or gaseous state, related to the
geological development of the subsurface region. A forma-
tion may contain numerous geologic strata of different ages,
textures and mineralogical compositions. A formation can
refer to a single set of related geologic strata of a specific rock
type or to a whole set of geologic strata of different rock types
that contribute to or are encountered in, for example, without
limitation, (i) the creation, generation and/or entrapment of
hydrocarbons or minerals and (ii) the execution of processes
used to extract hydrocarbons or minerals from the subsurface.
A formation may include a reservoir, or may include rock
layers above or below the reservoir.

“Fluid inclusions” are microscopic bubbles of liquid and/
or gas that are trapped within minerals. As minerals often
form in the presence of a liquid or aqueous medium, tiny
amounts of that liquid can become trapped within the mineral
structure. These small inclusions may range in size from 0.1
to 1 mm and are often only visible in detail by microscopic
study.

“Hydrocarbon extraction” or “extracting hydrocarbons”
includes planning the location and timing of new wells, drill-
ing wells, removing hydrocarbons from a hydrocarbon reser-
voir, managing production from existing wells, predicting
production lifetimes of wells or hydrocarbon reservoirs at
various extraction rates, and other similar activities.

“Hydrocarbon management” includes hydrocarbon
extraction, hydrocarbon production, hydrocarbon explora-
tion, identifying potential hydrocarbon resources, identifying
well locations, determining well injection and/or extraction
rates, identifying reservoir connectivity, acquiring, disposing
of'and/or abandoning hydrocarbon resources, reviewing prior
hydrocarbon management decisions, and any other hydrocar-
bon-related acts or activities.

“Hydrocarbon production” or extraction refers to any
activity associated with extracting hydrocarbons from a well
or other opening. Hydrocarbon production normally refers to
any activity conducted in or on the well after the well is
completed. Accordingly, hydrocarbon production or extrac-
tion includes, not only primary hydrocarbon extraction, but
also secondary and tertiary production techniques, such as
injection of gas or liquid for increasing drive pressure, mobi-
lizing the hydrocarbon or treating. This may include the use of
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chemicals or hydraulic fracturing the well bore to promote
increased flow, well servicing, well logging, and other well
and wellbore treatments.

“Hydrocarbon reservoirs” include those containing any
hydrocarbon substance, including for example one or more
than one of any of the following: oil (often referred to as
petroleum), natural gas, gas condensate, tar and bitumen. The
following detailed description of various embodiments is pre-
sented with primary reference to oil reservoirs, but the prin-
ciples discussed apply also to situations involving reservoirs
containing other hydrocarbon materials, either in addition to
oil or instead of oil.

“Hydrocarbons” may be produced from hydrocarbon for-
mations through wells penetrating a hydrocarbon containing
formation. “Hydrocarbons™ are generally defined as mol-
ecules formed primarily of carbon and hydrogen atoms such
as oil and natural gas. Hydrocarbons may also include other
elements, such as, but not limited to, halogens, metallic ele-
ments, nitrogen, oxygen and/or sulfur. Hydrocarbons derived
from a reservoir formation may include, but are not limited to,
kerogen, bitumen, pyrobitumen, asphaltenes, oils or combi-
nations thereof Hydrocarbons may be located within or adja-
cent to mineral matrices within the earth. Matrices may
include, but are not limited to, sedimentary rock, sands, silici-
lytes, carbonates, diatomites and other porous media.

As used herein, an “lon” is an atom or molecule in which
the total number of protons does not equal the total number of
electrons. An ion beam is an accelerated stream of charged
particles, usually charged atoms, that may be aimed at a
surface to remove material for analysis.

As used herein, an “ion generator” is a device that is used
to create a beam of charged particles or ions. The charged
particles may be used to sample a surface in secondary ion
mass spectrometers, atom probes, and the like.

Asused herein, an “particle detector” is a device for count-
ing neutral or charged particles. The particle detector may be
used in an mass spectrometer, atom probe, or other device
intended to accurately measure the mass of a molecule or
atom.

“Isotopes™ are atoms of the same chemical element that
have different numbers of neutrons. The difference is weight
may lead to minor differences in reactivity, which could
present as mass fractionation during analyses. An isotope
ratio may be measured as the ratio of two different isotopes of
a single element in a sample.

“Matrices” include the materials that form a rock sample,
including, but not limited to, sedimentary rock, sands, silici-
lytes, carbonates, diatomites, and other porous media.

“Organic-matter-rich rocks” (“ORRs”) are accumulations
of organic matter of photosynthetic-protist and bacterial ori-
gin that survived the processes of deposition and burial to be
incorporated in rock strata. The deposition of ORRs and their
ultimate source-rock quality are controlled by three sets of
competing proximate controls: production, destruction, and
dilution. The processes that control ORR accumulation can-
not be detected or measured directly from the remote sensing
data (e.g., seismic, well logs) typically available in explora-
tion settings. Organic-rich rock formations include, for
example, oil shale formations, coal formations, and tar sands
formations. Rock matrices may include, but are not limited to,
sedimentary rocks, shales, siltstones, sands, silicilytes, car-
bonates, and diatomites.

A “paleothermometer” is a methodology for determining
past temperatures using a proxy found in a natural record such
as a sediment, ice core, tree rings or a cell membrane com-
position. For example, '*0:*%0 ratios may be used as a proxy
for temperature. The isotope ratio is presented as a shift in
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isotope ratios from a standard sample, 'O, and is in given as
“per mil,” e.g., %o, or parts per thousand, and may be defined
by the formula shown in Eqn. 1.

18 o
160
sample

( 18 0]
60 standard

In Eqn. 1, the standard has a known isotope composition, such
as Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water (VSMOW).

“Pore volume” (PV) is defined as the volume of fluid
associated with a portion of a reservoir. It is the product of
average porosity and the volume of the portion of the reser-
voir in question.

“Reservoir data” may comprise various static characteris-

Eqn. 1

§'%0 = —1]%1000 o/o0

10

5o tics of a reservoir, including structure components, such as

geometric form and closure, depth, fault style and timing,
dips, and compartmentalization, among others. Other reser-
voir data includes reservoir architecture components, such as
depositional system, depositional environment, net-to-gross

25 ratio, vertical heterogeneity, and interval thicknesses, among

others. Further data includes rock type components, such as
lithological components and pay distributions, among others.
Reservoir data also include petrophysical components, such
as fluid type, contacts, lateral permeability heterogeneity,

30 vertical-to-horizontal permeability ratios, and diagenetic and

mineralogical issues, among others.

“Reservoir formations” are typically pay zones (i.e.,
hydrocarbon production zones) that may include sandstone,
limestone, chalk, coal and some types of shale. Pay zones can

3 vary in thickness from less than one foot (0.3048 m) to hun-
dreds of feet (hundreds of m). The permeability of the reser-
voir formation provides the potential for production.
“Reservoir model” or “simulation model” refer to a spe-
cific mathematical representation of a real hydrocarbon res-
ervoir, which may be considered to be a particular type of
geologic model. Simulation models are used to conduct
numerical experiments regarding future performance of the
field with the goal of determining the most profitable operat-

45 ing strategy. An engineer managing a hydrocarbon reservoir

may create many different simulation models, possibly with
varying degrees of complexity, in order to quantify the past
performance of the reservoir and predict its future perfor-
mance.

50 “Reservoir properties” and “reservoir property values™ are

defined as quantities representing physical attributes of rocks
containing reservoir fluids, and may be one type of reservoir
data, as discussed above. The term “reservoir properties” as
used in this application includes both measurable and

55 descriptive attributes. Examples of measurable reservoir

property values include rock-type fraction (e.g., net-to-gross,
v-shale, or facies proportion), porosity, permeability, water
saturation, and fracture density. Examples of descriptive res-
ervoir property values include facies, lithology (e.g., sand-

60 stone or carbonate), and environment-of-deposition (EOD).

Reservoir properties may be populated into a reservoir frame-
work to generate a reservoir model.

“Rock” and “hard rock™ means any stiff reservoir rock

characterized by high velocity and high density. In other

5 words, hard rock means rocks whose acoustic response is

controlled primarily by the rock frame and is relatively insen-

sitive to fluid saturation change and pressure change due to
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hydrocarbon production. Non-limiting examples of hard rock
include various carbonate or carbonate-type rocks and deep
siliciclastic rocks.

“Sedimentary rock” refers generally to rock formed by the
accumulation and cementation of mineral grains transported
by wind, water, or ice to the site of deposition or chemically
precipitated at the depositional site. The sedimentary rocks
specific to this invention include reservoir rocks, source
rocks, and conduit rocks.

A “siliciclastic rock” is a rock composed of fragments or
portions of silicates. For example, sandstone is a siliciclastic
rock.

“Salinity” refers to an amount of dissolved ionic com-
pounds in water. See “brine.”

“Sour gas” generally refers to natural gas containing acid
gases such as hydrogen sulfide (H,S) and carbon dioxide
(CO,). When the H,S and CO, have been removed from the
natural gas feedstream, the gas is classified as “sweet.” Gen-
erally, a gas is classified as sour when greater than about 4
ppm by volume of an acid gas is present, although in some
contexts, gas up to S0 ppm by volume may be considered to be
sweet. The term “sour gas” is applied to natural gases that
include H,S, because of the odor that is emitted even at low
concentrations from an unsweetened gas. H,S is corrosive to
most metals normally associated with gas pipelines so that
processing and handling of sour gas may lead to premature
failure of such systems.

“Sour gas stream” refers to a hydrocarbon fluid stream
wherein the fluids are primarily in a gaseous phase, and
contain at least 3 mol percent carbon dioxide and/or more
than 4 ppm hydrogen sulfide.

“Substantial” when used in reference to a quantity or
amount of a material, or a specific characteristic thereof,
refers to an amount that is sufficient to provide an effect that
the material or characteristic was intended to provide. The
exact degree of deviation allowable may in some cases
depend on the specific context.

Overview

Formation history of rock samples has been typically deter-
mined by optical examination of microscopic thin-sections in
order to surmise the history of the rock evolution. However,
these analyses are limited by the information that may be
obtained from microscopic or spectroscopic analyses, such as
composition and grain distribution, among others. As noted
above, isotope ratio measurement of rock samples may be
used to determine the formation history of the rock. However,
isotopic techniques that have been previous used have either
used a bulk analysis, losing spatial information, or failed to
appropriately correct for matrix effects, losing the accuracy
needed for isotope ratio determination.

In exemplary embodiments of the present techniques, the
isotope ratios of the mineral deposits within the grains in a
rock sample are quantitatively analyzed by a secondary ion
mass spectrometer, ion probe, or similar focused-ion-beam
mass-spectrometer device (collectively referred to here as a
“SIMS”). A multiple matrix correction in a SIMS analysis
may provide sufficient accuracy and spatial resolution to
determine the history of the sequence of temperature and
chemical conditions of a rock sample.

However, the techniques described herein are not limited to
rock samples and may be useful in forensic analysis, ice core
analysis, sediment analysis, or for analysis in any other type
of sample in which accurate isotope analysis on a micro-
scopic scale would prove useful. The sample to be analyzed
can include any material, including room temperature liquids
which are solidified through use of a cooling stage, for
example, by supporting the sample on a cryogenic platform
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during the analysis. For example, the techniques may be used
to analyze fluid inclusions within rock samples or different
ages of ice within glacial samples. The matrix corrected
SIMS analysis provides highly-resolved spatial information,
overcoming limitations such as small sample sizes and con-
fusion due to analysis of multiple, spatially-overlapping
phases.

In exploration for hydrocarbons, important reservoir prop-
erties that may be determined include, but are not limited to,
the temperature and age of reservoir rock alteration, and
identification of the process by which hydrocarbons have
evolved (i.e., physical, thermal, and biological). Accurate
determination of these properties can contribute, for example,
to lowering the risk in the assessment of the hydrocarbon
potential and quality of an exploration or exploitation oppor-
tunity. Therefore, selecting standards that are comparable to
the matrix chemistry provides a useful correction to the val-
ues measured. The reservoir properties obtained from the
analysis may be used to constrain the models used to calculate
the evolution of hydrocarbons as they form over geologic
time. The techniques may be used, for example, to measure
core samples from a hydrocarbon field or reservoir, as shown
in FIG. 1.

FIG. 1 is a schematic view 100 of a reservoir 102, in
accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the present
techniques. The reservoir 102, such as an oil or natural gas
reservoir, can be a subsurface formation that may be accessed
by drilling wells 104, 106, and 108 from the surface 110
through layers of overburden 112. The reservoir 102 may
have one or more faults 114 dividing areas, for example
regions 116 and 118, and which may either restrict or enhance
the flow ofhydrocarbons. The wells 104, 106, and 108 may be
deviated, such as being directionally drilled to follow the
reservoir 102. Further, the wells can be branched to increase
the amount of hydrocarbon that may be drained from the
reservoir, as shown for wells 104 and 108. The wells 104, 106,
and 108, can have numerous areas with perforations 120
(indicated as dots next to the wells) to allow hydrocarbons to
flow from the reservoir 102 into the wells 104, 106, and 108
for removal to the surface.

A core sample of the reservoir 102, the overburden 112, or
the underburden 122, may be obtained from one of the wells
104, 106, or 108. The core sample may include different
materials. As discussed above, an accurate spatially resolved
analysis of these materials may provide an indication of the
potential for the well, as discussed further with respect to FI1G.
2.

FIG. 2 is a drawing of a core sample 200 from a well, in
accordance with exemplary embodiments of the present tech-
niques. The core sample 200 may have a first matrix rock 202
that includes clastic grains, such as a sandstone, shale, silt-
stone, breccia, or other materials. The clastic grains may be
silica, carbonates, quartz, feldspar, or any number of other
materials that may be formed from weathering of other rocks.
Embedded within the matrix rock 202 may be larger frag-
ments of other rocks, such as gravel 204 (e.g., larger lime-
stone fragments), igneous rock 206, or other materials. How-
ever, the core sample 200 may have no larger fragments 204
or 206, including only clastic grains. The core sample 200
may also have layers, such as a second matrix rock 208.
Embedded within one or both of the matrix rocks 202 and 208
may be fluid inclusions 210, which may include, for example,
hydrocarbons or water. By the time the core sample 200 is
removed for analysis, gas inclusions may have escaped due to
adecrease in pressure around the core sample. However, tight
(low permeability) formations, such as shale, may trap such
inclusions.
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Accurate, spatially resolved isotope ratio analysis of the
matrix rocks 202 and 208 may provide reservoir data that can
be used in simulations, reservoir evaluation, and reservoir
management. For example, analysis of grains forming a
matrix rock 202 or 208 may provide a proxy for determining
the permeability of the reservoir. Further, analysis results may
provide estimates of how the samples are changing within
wells, or between wells, which may be used to provide esti-
mates of rock density for seismographic analysis. Any num-
ber of other geological measurements may benefit from the
analysis. For example, a determination of grain formation
history may be performed by the isotope ratio analysis, as
discussed with respect to FIG. 3.

FIG. 3 is a drawing of a quartz grain 300, illustrating
different layers having different formation histories, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present techniques. Previ-
ous techniques may not have had sufficient accuracy or spatial
resolution to identify the multiple layers of'a quartz grain. The
core 302 of the quartz grain may have a first isotope ratio, e.g.,
3'®0. A middle layer 304 may have a different value for 8*0
as a result of forming at a different time or under different
conditions of temperature and pressure. A third layer 306 may
have yet another value for 8'*0, due to formation under still
different conditions of temperature or pressure. The layers
304 and 306 over the core 302 may be known as microquartz
rims and may be correlated to porosity inareservoir. Thus, the
analysis of grains in core samples from current reservoirs may
provide an indication of whether more wells should be drilled
and in what areas. For example, the presence of microquartz
rims may not be homogeneous across a reservoir and core
samples from areas with microquartz rims may provide target
areas for increased drilling.

The microquartz rims are not limited to the two layers 304
and 306 shown in FIG. 3, as any number of layers may form,
depending on changes in the crystal growth environment over
geologic history. Further, the quartz analysis discussed here is
merely an example of one application of the technique. Any
number of other rock types and isotopes may be analyzed to
determine reservoir properties. For example, sulfur isotope
ratios of organic materials in a reservoir may be used to
indicate the history of the formation of the hydrocarbons in
the reservoir, as discussed with respect to the example dis-
cussed with respect to FIGS. 13-15, below.

Instrument Systems and Interferences

Any number of instruments may be used in embodiments
of the present techniques. One of these instruments is the
secondary ion mass spectrometer or SIMS discussed with
respect to FIG. 4. As used herein, SIMS is a generic term that
encompasses all of the instruments that may be used, includ-
ing atom probe, laser desorption mass spectrometry, and reac-
tive vapor mass spectrometry, among others.

FIG. 4 is an example of a SIMS 400 that may be used in
exemplary embodiments of the present techniques. In the
SIMS 400, a high vacuum chamber 402 may enclose the
outlet of an ion generator 404 that fires an ion beam 406 at a
surface 408 of a sample 410. The ion beam 406 strikes the
surface 408, causing the ejection of secondary ions 412. The
ion generator 404 may include any number of ion sources,
such as duoplasmatrons, electron ionization sources, surface
ionization sources, liquid metal ion sources, and the like. The
ion source chosen may control the type of ion beam 406
generated. For example, ion beams 406 that may be generated
in the present techniques may include ionized gases, such as
Ar*, Xe*, O, 0,7, or molecules, such as SFs*. Other ion
beams 406 that may be used include metal ions, such as Cs'.
The ion source is not limited to ion beams 406, as other
techniques may be used to generate ions in proximity to the
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surface. For example, a laser that is focused on or near the
surface may create ions in a reactive atmosphere introduced
into the vacuum chamber 402. Further, in embodiments that
use an atom probe, the ion generator 404 may be the tip of a
nearly atomically sharp probe, which has a hole for ion col-
lection. The tip of the atom probe may generate secondary
ions 412 by using an electrical pulse transmitted to the sample
surface 408 from the tip to ionize the sample surface 408. The
secondary ions 412 formed may then be collected through the
hole.

SIMS is a counting technique that can measure an isotope
ratio between a first isotope 414 and a second isotope 416 in
the ejected secondary ions 412 and, thus, at the surface 408
from which said ions were extracted of the sample 410 The
number of counts of each isotope 414 and 416 that is used to
determine the isotope ratio may control the amount of mate-
rial that may be removed from the surface of the sample. For
some materials, the number of each secondary ion 412 that
may be used to determine the isotope ratio may be greater
than about 1x10%, with a ratio of about 10 between the two
ions. Thus, the spatial resolution, e.g., the depth 418 and spot
size 420, may be determined by the amount of isotopes used
to determine the ratio.

Further, the choice of the ions to be used in the ion beam
406 and, thus, the choice of ion generator 404 may influence
the horizontal resolution of the technique. For example, a
more tightly focused ion beam 406 may cover a smaller spot
size 420. In this case, the depth 418 may be increased to
obtain the same number of secondary ions 412 ejected from
the surface, improving the lateral resolution. The choice of
ions in the ion beam 406 may also be controlled by the
chemistry of the atoms to be measured. For example, to create
negative ions for the measurement of sulfur or carbon isotope
ratios, O, or Cs may be used to form the ion beam 406.

In an exemplary embodiment, the depth 418 is about 10 nm
and the spot size 420 is about 25 to 50 nm, although the
technique is not limited to these values, as greater or lesser
depths 418 and spot sizes 420 may be used. For example, an
improvement in ionization efficiency, such as by selecting
highly reactive ions for the ion beam 406, may allow for a
smaller spot size 420. In this case, depths as small as about 1
nm may be possible. A laser could be used for post-collection
ionization of the ejected material, further improving the ion-
ization efficiency. For example, the ionization that may be
achieved may be greater than about 1% of' the ejected material
using these techniques. However, any ionization may be used
by increasing the sample size to compensate for lower levels
of ionization, for example, 0.75%, 0.5%, 0.25%, or less.

The secondary ions 412 can be captured and transmitted
through a mass analyzer 422, which generally sorts the ions
by the ratio of mass-to-charge. Any number of mass analyzers
422 may be used in embodiments, including, for example, a
magnetic analyzer, a quadrupole analyzer, or a time-of-flight
(TOF) mass analyzer, among others. In the exemplary
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 4, the SIMS 400 is a sector
field mass spectrometer and, thus, a magnetic analyzer is used
as the mass analyzer 422. In embodiments that use an atom
probe to determine the isotope ratio of a sample surface 408,
a TOF mass analyzer may be used. lons that are not within a
selected range of the mass-to-charge ratio of the target ions
may be eliminated from the ion stream 424 by the mass
analyzer 422, which may allow only the target isotopes 414
and 416 to reach a detector 426. In embodiments based on
atom probes, the detector 426 may be time-gated to isolate the
target isotopes 414 and 416 from the TOF analyzer.

The mass analyzer 422 and detector 426 may be subject to
bias, which may result in an inaccurate measure of the num-
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ber of each of the target isotopes 414 and 416 reaching the
detector 426. The response of the instrument to measure a
particular isotope ratio, termed instrumental mass fraction-
ation or IMF, may affect the measured isotope ratios. The IMF
can change, or drift, over time. In an exemplary embodiment,
a series of accepted isotope ratio standards are used to
develop a working standard calibration curve, as discussed
further with respect to FIGS. 6-8, below. In an exemplary
embodiment, the accepted isotope ratio standards are silver
sulfide (Ag,S) standards (such as IAEA-S-1, IAEA-S-2, and
IAEA-S-3 available from the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA)), which may be used for calibrating the
instrument for 3**S analysis. In other embodiments, other
standards can be used for other isotopes. For example, oxygen
isotope ratio analyses may be calibrated using VSMOW2,
SLAP2, GISP, or other standards available from the IAEA.
The standards may be generally traceable to accepted values
for isotope ratios. For example, the value for 8*S for the
Ag,S reference standards may be based on Vienna Canyon
Diablo Troilite (VCDT), while the values for %0 may be
based on Vienna Standard Mean Ocean Water (VSMOW), as
discussed below.

It will be understood by one of ordinary skill in the art that
generating the calibration curve requires at least two stan-
dards. After the working standard calibration curve is created,
a working standard of the same chemical composition (e.g.,
chemical matrix) may be selected and run against the working
standard calibration curve to determine the isotope ratio. This
provides an operational standard to correct the instrument for
IMF.

Any number of types of detectors 426 may be used in
embodiments of the present techniques. For example, the
detector 426 may include a Faraday cup, an electron multi-
plier, a microchannel plate detector, a resistive-anode
encoder, a channeltron, a charge coupled device (CCD), or
even an optical detector, such as a fluorescent screen coupled
with a camera. The selected ions from the ion stream 426 may
be individually detected by the detector 426, and counted by
electronics in an instrument control system 428.

The instrument control system 428 may have a number of
units to facilitate the measurement of isotope ratios. A signal
processor/instrument controller 430 may process the signal
432 from the detector 426, converting the signal from an
analog signal to a digital signal. Further, the signal processor/
instrument controller 430 may have control circuits that
adjust the ion generator 404, for example, to focus the ion
beam 406, or to move the sample 410 in the vacuum chamber
402, among others. The signal processor/instrument control-
ler 430 may communicate with other units in the instrument
control system 428 over a bus 436.

The instrument control system 428 may have a processor
434 coupled to the bus 436 to control the signal processor/
instrument controller 430. In addition, the instrument control
system 428 may include input/output devices 438, such as
displays, mice, general keyboards, instrument specific key-
boards, and printers, among others. The input/output devices
438 may be used to obtain user input for controlling the
process and provide an output of the results. The instrument
control system 428 may also have various types of non-
transitory, computer readable media, including a storage sys-
tem 440 and memory 442. The storage system 440 may be
used for long term, non-volatile storage of operational pro-
grams and data, as well as programs for implementing the
methods of the current techniques, for example, as discussed
with respect to FIG. 6. The memory 442 may include random
access memory (RAM) or read only memory (ROM), which
may store operational copies of the instrument control soft-
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ware, as well as the code used to implement an isotope ratio
analysis. A network interface 444 may couple the bus 436 of
the instrument control system 428 to an external network.

FIG. 5 is a schematic illustration of a sample 500 that is
being analyzed for a ratio *S/*2S (8**S), in accordance with
an exemplary embodiment of the present techniques. In this
exemplary embodiment, the sample 500 is being bombarded
with Cs* ions 502. As a result, material 504 may be ejected
from the surface 506 of the sample 500. The ejected material
504 includes numerous different charged and uncharged spe-
cies, such as *?S™ ions 508 and >*S~ jons 510.

However, the ratio of the ions 508 and 510 in the ejected
material 504 may not match the ratio of the *S isotope 512 to
the **S isotope 514 in the sample 500. As previously men-
tioned, this can be due to minor chemical differences between
the isotopes 512 and 514, which change their chemical inter-
action with the sample matrix 516 and, thus, change the rate
at which they may be elected from the sample surface 506.
Accordingly, the ratio of **S™ ions 508 to the **S~ ions 510
from a second sample matrix 518 may be different, even if the
ratio of the *2S isotope 512 to the **S isotope 514 was the
same. Thus, as the analysis proceeds from the first matrix 516
to a second matrix 518, or to a third matrix 520, the results of
the analysis will be distorted by the composition of the matrix
516, 518, and 520. In exemplary embodiments of the present
techniques, standard matrices are identified that may bracket
a range of sample matrices. For example, the standard matri-
ces may have atomic compositions, molecular components,
and other characteristics in common with the sample matri-
ces. The standard matrices may then be used to create a
calibrated matrix correction curve. Using the calibrated
matrix correction curve, the results may be corrected for
matrix effects. The procedure to develop the calibrated matrix
correction curve is discussed in further detail with respect to
FIGS. 6-12, below.

Process for Generating Matrix Corrected Calibration Curves
for SIMS

FIG. 6 is a process flow diagram of a method 600 for
correcting SIMS measurements for matrix effects, in accor-
dance with exemplary embodiments of the present tech-
niques. The method 600 begins at block 602 with the analysis
of at least two accepted standards. More standards would
provide more accuracy, but two will provide an initial cali-
bration curve that may be used to calibrate a working stan-
dard. As described previously, the accepted standards may be
international isotope standards that are commercially avail-
able. However, the accepted standards are not limited to inter-
national isotope standards, and may be any standards for
which the analyst believes that reasonably accurate data may
be obtained for both the bulk and SIMS measurements of the
target isotopes.

Atblock 604, a working standard is selected for correcting
for IMF. The working standard may be a lower cost material
that may be used in greater quantities (for example, daily
measurements) than the generally more expensive accepted
standards. The values for the ratios of the isotope ratios are
measured by both the bulk isotope measurements and by
SIMS isotope measurements. The values are then plotted
along the calibration curve to determine the isotope ratio
measurement for IMF corrections.

At block 606, a number of matrix standards are selected to
develop a matrix corrected calibration curve. In exemplary
embodiments, matrix standards that produce meaningful cor-
rections are selected, for example, matrix standards with
known geologic histories. In lieu of actual rock or mineral
standards, standards with similar chemical composition and
bonding may be selected as surrogates for natural standards.
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The matrix standards may be identified by taking materials
that have a close chemical composition to the target matrix,
then running analytical tests to identify the most similar
matrices. The analytical tests may include microscopic phase
analyses using such techniques as x-ray diffraction, x-ray
photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS), Auger spectroctrometry,
IR microprobe, and the like.

In an exemplary embodiment, bitumen was identified as a
target material for a 8*S analysis, as discussed with respect to
the example below. It was noted that petroleum coke had a
similar atomic composition to the bitumen. Further, bulk
isotope ratio analysis of the petroleum coke showed a similar
range of values for 8°*S, and a similar range of bonding
environments. However, the techniques are not limited to
petroleum coke, as any number of materials may be used as a
matrix standard, depending on the target isotopes and matrix.
For example, natural or artificial hydroxylapatite samples
may be used as matrix standards for 8'®0 analysis in bone
samples, potentially allowing the use of the techniques
described herein in forensic analysis. Other potential appli-
cations are discussed below.

Materials with substantial heterogeneity may not make
good matrix standards, as the variation across the sample may
be problematic. However, this effect may be at least partially
corrected by eliminating spurious measurements from the
matrix standards. At block 608, each of the matrix standards
can be analyzed by SIMS to obtain a distribution of values
across the surface. A bulk isotope ratio analysis can then be
run for each matrix standard at block 610, for example, using
techniques such as standard plasma mass spectrometry or,
isotope ratio mass spectrometry, among others. Plotting the
values from the SIMS and bulk isotope ratios against each
other can be used to determine the isotope variation across the
matrix standard.

Since a narrower distribution may make the analysis more
accurate, spurious measurements may be eliminated at block
612. This may be performed by any number of qualitative or
quantitative techniques, including, for example, statistical
tests to determine outliers, mapping of the isotope ratios
across the surface to select the most representative matrices in
the matrix standard, weighing the values prior to averaging
the values, and the like. At block 614, the remaining values are
averaged to obtain a mean value for each of the matrix stan-
dards. At block 616, a matrix specific calibration curve may
be created by using a least-squares fit to create a line through
the mean values for each of the matrix standards. As discussed
further below, the matrix corrected calibration curve does not
have to he a straight line, as other functions may be useful.

The calibrated working standard and the matrix corrected
calibration curve can then be used to analyze isotope ratios in
target samples. At block 618, the working standard can be run
to correct for IMF. This can be performed as often as practical,
as determined by the instrument drift of the SIMS. For
example, the working standard can be used to correct for IMF
after each sample, after a certain number of samples, once per
day, once per each continuous period of instrument opera-
tions, or any other suitable period. At block 620, the isotope
ratio is measured for the target sample. A number of values
may be measured for a particular matrix in the sample and
averaged. As for the matrix standards, any spurious measure-
ments (such as isotope values from other matrices in the
sample) may be identified and eliminated. The remaining
values play be averaged, and the average compared to the
matrix corrected calibration curve to determine the isotope
ratio for the sample. The steps above may be more clearly
understood by graphs of the relevant values, as shown in
FIGS. 7-12.
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FIG. 7 is a graph illustrating the generation of the working
standard, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
techniques. The x-axis 704 for this graph, and the succeeding
graphs, is the value of 8”M in parts per thousand (%o) as
measured by SIMS. The y-axis 706 for this graph, and the
succeeding graphs, is the value of "M in parts per thousand
(%0) as measured by a bulk isotope analysis. The value of M
may be expressed as the formula shown in Eqn. 2.

nl M
n2pp
sample

( nlpg ]
M ) andard

Thus, the values for "M are reported as a shift from a stan-
dard isotope reference (standard in Eqn. 2) which has an
accepted value of 0%o for the measurement. For example,
sulfur isotope ratio analyses, 8”M, are reported as a shift from
the ratio of **S to *2S in a sample of Vienna Canyon Diablo
Troilite or CDT. Similarly, the values for 820 are reported as
a shift from the ratios of "*0 to '°O in Vienna Standard Mean
Ocean Water (VSMOW).

As discussed with respect to block 602 of FIG. 6, a number
of'accepted standards 706 may be analyzed and used to gen-
erate a calibration curve 708. The calibration curve may be
used for the analysis of working standards. In some situations,
the calibration curve 708 may have a slope of one, as indi-
cated by the dashed lines 710. This may indicate that the bulk
isotope ratio is providing the same results as the SIMS analy-
sis, showing that matrix effects are minimal for the accepted
standards. The techniques are not limited to accepted stan-
dards that have a slope of one, as other accepted standards
may be selected that have matrix effects, i.e., that generate a
calibration curve 708 with a slope that is not unity.

FIG. 8 is a graph 800 plotting working standards 802 and
804 (discussed with respect to block 604) along the calibra-
tion curve generated in FIG. 7, in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the present technique. The axes 702 and
704 are the same as described in FIG. 7. Although one work-
ing standard 802 may typically be used, more working stan-
dard, such as working standard 804 may provide corrections
of IMF in other regions. This may help to compensate for
non-linear changes in IMF.

FIG. 9 is a graph 900 showing the plotting of matrix stan-
dards 902 on the graph of FIG. 7, in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present techniques. The selec-
tion and analysis of the matrix standards is discussed with
respectto block 606-610 in F1G. 6. As can be seen in the graph
900, each of the matrix standards 902 is uniform with respect
to the bulk measurement of isotope ratios, as shown on the
y-axis 706. Such uniformity may be expected from a prepa-
ration procedure that homogenizes the samples, e.g., by dis-
solution in acid. However, the matrix standards 902 show a
substantial variation with respect in the SIMS measurement,
as shown on the x-axis 704. This may be expected from a
technique that can measurement variations across a sample
matrix with a microscopic resolution.

FIG. 10 is a graph 1000 showing the elimination of spuri-
ous measurements and the calculation of an average value for
each of the matrix standards, in accordance with an exem-
plary embodiment of the present technique. This illustrates
the techniques discussed with respect to blocks 612 and 614
of FIG. 6. As can be seen in this graph 1000, two types of
variation may be seen for sets of the matrix standards. In the

Eqn. 2

I M = —1]%1000 0/oo
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first type of variation, a first set of matrix standards 902 may
have a uniform variation or distribution, which may indicate
a substantially homogeneous sample. For these matrix stan-
dards 902, an average 1002 may be calculated using all of the
sample values.

However, other matrix standards, such as the second set of
matrix standards 1004, may have some values, such as group
1006, that are offset from other values. The offset for group
1006 may indicate that more than one matrix has been ana-
lyzed in the standard. The statistical techniques described
with respect to block 612 above may be used to eliminate the
spurious group 1006, allowing an average 1008 to be taken of
the remaining measurements. A similar circumstance may be
noted for other matrix standards 1010, in which a group 1012
of measurements is offset from the other measurements. After
elimination of the spurious group 1012, an average 1014 may
be calculated for the remaining measurements. Once the aver-
ages are calculated, a matrix corrected calibration curve may
be generated.

FIG. 11 is graph 1100 illustrating the generation of the
matrix corrected calibration curve 1102, in accordance with
exemplary embodiments of the present techniques. The
matrix corrected calibration curve 1102 can be generated by
performing a least squares regression through the mean val-
ues 1002, 1008, and 1014 of the matrix standards 902, 1004,
and 1010. Although the matrix corrected calibration curve
1102 is shown as a straight line in the graph 1100, more
complex functions may be used, depending on the linearity of
the matrix correction. In embodiments, the matrix corrected
calibration curve 1102 could be based on an exponential
function, an inverse function, a quadratic function, or any
number of other functions. Once the matrix corrected calibra-
tion curve 1102 is generated, it may be applied to the analysis
of isotope ratios for samples.

FIG. 12 is a graph 1200 showing the use of the matrix
corrected calibration curve 1102 for the isotope analysis of
samples, in accordance with exemplary embodiments of the
present techniques. To begin, one or both of the working
standards 802 and 804 may be run to correct the SIMS for
IMF. The unknown samples may then be analyzed and aver-
aged. The mean values 1202 and 1204 from the isotope ratios
as measured by the SIMS can then be plotted along the matrix
corrected calibration curve 1102. The matrix corrected values
may then be determined by reading the value from the y-axis
706. For example, if the SIMS measurement of unknown
sample 1 1202 gave a value 1206 for "M of about 57%o, aline
1208 could be projected from the matrix corrected calibration
curve 1102 to the y-axis 706. A value 1210 of "M of around
19%o could then be estimated for the isotope ratio of unknown
sample 1 1202. Similarly, if unknown sample 2 1204 has a
SIMS measured value 1212 for the isotope ratio of —5%., a
line 1214 projected from the matrix corrected calibration
curve 1102 to the y-axis 706 can be used to determine that
unknown sample 2 1204 has a value 1216 for the isotope ratio
of about -25. It should be noted that the separation 1218
between the matrix corrected calibration curve 1102 and the
calibration curve 708 is the matrix effect and shows the dis-
tortion that the matrix causes in the measurement. Further, the
separation 1218 varies with "M, making a single point cor-
rection (e.g., as currently performed in the art) to be inaccu-
rate.

Example: Correction Factors for Sulfur Isotopes in Bitumen

The techniques described above were tested for the deter-
mination of *S in a bitumen sample. Through the applica-
tion of the techniques, the sulfur ratio may be quantified at
selected areas within the sample. The value for 8**S may be
represented by the formula shown in Eqn. 3.
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Eqn. 3

M =84S = —1]%1000 o/oo

In Eqn. 3, CDT refers to the isotope standard, Vienna Canyon
Diablo Troilite. Through precise measurements of the stan-
dards and unknowns, as discussed above, this ratio may be
determined. Suitable corrections can also be made for the
IMF and matrix effects.

FIG. 13 illustrates a map 1300 of the concentration of >S
at a surface of a sample of bitumen from a hydrocarbon
deposit, in accordance with an exemplary embodiment of the
present techniques. As can be seen in the map 1300, there may
be lower concentration zones 1302 and higher concentration
zones 1304 (indicated by the lightness of the image), among
others. Further, even a single concentration zone 1302 or
1304 may have substantial heterogeneity for the isotope ratio.
Conventional analysis by mass spectrometry makes the
assumption that the material is homogeneous, which would
result in averaging both the sulfur concentrations and isotope
ratios of the two components. The previously discussed tech-
niques for microscale analysis, such as micromilling, micro-
drilling, or laser ablation may not have sufficiently fine reso-
Iution to analyze a particular location 1306 in the map 1300.
Further, current techniques for isotope analysis do not use
separate corrections for IMF and matrix effects, which may
lead to inaccurate determination of the ratios for different
areas of the sample.

Petroleum coke (termed “coke”) may have the same gen-
eral concentration range for carbon and sulfur, and a similar
range of chemical matrices as the bitumen. Accordingly, coke
samples may be used as matrix standards for generating a
matrix corrected calibration curve for the microscale analysis
of bitumen samples.

FIG. 14 illustrates a map 1400 of the concentration of >S
at a surface of a sample of coke, in accordance with an
exemplary embodiment of the present techniques. As for FIG.
13, the map 1400 illustrates that lower 1404 and higher 1402
concentrations of sulfur may exist across the surface of the
coke, for example, the higher concentration region 1404 may
represent a region having a high concentration of sulfide.
Further, the sulfide in the higher concentration region 1404
has a significantly different **S from the surrounding coke,
e.g., a 8*S of about —70%. versus a “S of about 30%o for
lower concentration region 1402. Conventional mass spec-
trometry would average the isotope ratios of these two com-
ponents, potentially resulting in an unacceptable uncertainty.
The large negative value for the sulfide in the higher concen-
tration region 1404 indicates an isotope fractionation that
would be missed in a conventional analysis. Such fraction-
ations in the petroleum reservoir are potentially important in
revealing details on the geologic history. The map 1400 also
illustrates that the matrix of a coke may be more uniform than
the matrix of a bitumen sample, allowing different cokes to be
chosen for providing a range of matrix standards for the
analyses of the bitumen. This is illustrated for this example by
the graph in FIG. 15.

FIG. 15 is a graph 1500 illustrating the application of the
techniques described herein to analyze the sulfur isotope ratio
in bitumen samples, in accordance with an exemplary
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embodiment of the present techniques. The protocol illus-
trated in FIGS. 6-12 was used to obtain a matrix corrected
calibration curve. In the graph 1500, the x-axis 1502 repre-
sents the 8°*S values obtained from a SIMS analysis without
a matrix correction. The y-axis 1504 represents both the **S
obtained from a bulk isotope analysis and the matrix cor-
rected value of 8**S for the SIMS measured value.

As illustrated in the graph, a number of accepted standards
1506 (in this example, IAEA standard Ag,S references) were
run by both SIMS and bulk isotope analysis. A mean was
taken of each group of accepted standards 1506, and used to
generate a calibration curve 1508. A working standard 1510
was run and plotted against the calibration curve 1508 to
provide a standard for regular IMF correction. As noted
above, a second working standard 1512 may also be used. A
series of coke samples was selected as matrix standards. Most
of the matrix standards selected had substantially consistent
values for **S measured by SIMS, e.g., as seen for matrix
standards 1514. However, a few of the matrix standards
showed significant variation across a surface. For example,
the matrix standard “Coke 2001 1516 had values for 8*S
measured by the SIMS both in the range of 8**S~+30%. and
83*8=~-70%o, as discussed with respect to FIG. 14. The values
of 8*S in the range of —70%o were identified via ion imaging
as arising from secondary phases and were excluded from the
analysis prior to the calculation of a mean 1518 for the matrix
standard 1516. Once the spurious measurements were elimi-
nated, mean values were calculated for each of the remaining
matrix standards 1514. A linear least squares line was then
fitted to the mean values to generate a matrix corrected cali-
bration curve 1520.

The matrix corrected calibration curve 1520 was then uti-
lized to obtain a high-precision isotope ratio. This was done
by running the working standard 1510 or 1512 and corrected
the SIMS for IMF. After correcting the SIMS for IMF, isotope
analyses for each of the bitumen samples 1522, 1524, and
1526 were run by both SIMS and bulk techniques. The SIMS
measurements for bitumen samples 1522 and 1524 showed
substantial variation, so spurious measurements were elimi-
nated prior to calculated a mean value 1528, 1530, and 1532
for each sample.

The mean values 1528, 1530, and 1532 were then used to
determine the matrix corrected value for the SIMS measure-
ment. For example, for bitumen sample 1522, the value of
83*S for the SIMS mean 1528 may be read along the x-axis
1502 as about +16%., as indicated by line 1534. This value
may be projected onto a point 1536 along the matrix corrected
calibration curve 1520. From this point 1536, a horizontal line
1538 may be projected to the y-axis 1504 were a matrix
corrected value for 8*S of about —10%o may be read. By
comparison, the bulk analysis of sample 1522 resulted in a
8>*S value 1540 of about —12%.

The same steps may be used to determine the matrix cor-
rected values for 8**S for the remaining samples, 1524 and
1526. For example, projecting the mean 1532 for sample
1526 onto the x-axis 1502, as indicated by line 1542, provides
a SIMS measurement value for 8*S of about +3%.. Project-
ing this value onto the matrix corrected calibration curve, then
horizontally to the y-axis 1504, as indicated by line 1544,
results in a matrix corrected value for **S of about —22%o. By
comparison, the bulk isotope measurements for sample 1526
provided a value for 8*S of about —20%o. Comparing the
variation of the bulk samples to the matrix corrected value for
the SIMS illustrated the accuracy for microscale analysis that
may be gained by the techniques disclosed herein.

For example, an organic sample was tested and yielded a
raw SIMS value of 8*S=+30%.. Using standard analysis
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techniques, a single standard was used to correct for both IMF
and matrix effects. The resulting corrected value spanned a
wide range, —2<80>*S=+15%o, providing an unacceptable out-
come to those skilled in the art. In contrast, the use of a matrix
corrected calibration curve resulted in a value for §>*S=+
4+2%o, which is an acceptable level of accuracy for reservoir
rock analysis to those skilled in the art.

Other Applications

The techniques described herein discuss the use of spa-
tially resolved measurements of isotope ratios via a second-
ary ion mass spectrometer, ion probe, or similar focused-ion-
beam mass-spectrometer device or any device capable of
measuring isotope ratios by atom counting such as an atom
probe (collectively referred to here as a “SIMS”). The tech-
niques may be useful for application in the areas of petroleum
exploration, development, and production. Further, the tech-
niques may be used for any analysis for which a complex
matrix may distort the ratio of isotopes removed from a sur-
face.

The spatially resolved measurements greatly improve the
utility of such isotope ratio measurements over conventional
methods that utilize larger sample sizes, for application in the
areas of petroleum exploration, development, and production
by permitting such measurements to be performed on indi-
vidual, targeted phases of interest having microscopic dimen-
sions, with high sensitivity and precision. This spatially
resolved advantage minimizes the impact of spatially over-
lapping phases contributing to mixed information from indi-
vidual analyses. Sub-percent to sub-permil precisions are
achievable, depending upon operational variables such as
analytical volume, concentration of species of interest, and
data collection time.

In addition to the applications discussed above, the tech-
niques may be used in any number of other applications. For
example, the techniques may be used for the analysis of
clastic reservoir quality. Clastic reservoir quality can be
affected by natural grain coatings at both geological (e.g.,
quartz cement growth retardation/inhibition) and production
(e.g., artificial diagenesis induced by thermally based oil
recovery) timescales. The capability to determine the conti-
nuity and detailed isotope composition of such grain coatings
would improve our understanding of their formation condi-
tions.

Further, the techniques may be used to determining the
origins of carbon in mineral cements, which may helps in
understanding the diagenetic evolution of carbonate sedi-
ments during burial. For example, the ratio of **C to *>C can
discriminate between marine and non-marine origins, break-
down of organic matter, and bacterial methanogenesis.

The techniques may also be used to determining the tem-
perature of precipitation of a mineral (carbonate, silicate,
quartz overgrowths), by analyzing for the ratio of **0 to '°0O.
Measuring the ratio of >*S/>2S in sulfates, pyrite, and bitu-
men, may allow for differentiating between sulfur derived
from sulphate reducing bacteria versus thermal maturation of
organic matter in the deep subsurface.

The techniques described herein are not limited to deter-
mining ratios of isotopes, but may also be used for determin-
ing amounts of stable isotopes (such as C, N, O, S, Sr, Cl, Fe,
Si) with high spatial resolution. The analyses may help to
determine the geological histories for any number of materi-
als, such as determining the source input, depositional set-
tings, and thermal diagenesis/catagenesis for kerogen. The
precursors, processes of formation, source of incorporated S,
and thermal diagenesis/catagenesis for solid bitumen may be
determined. The source macerals, and thermal diagenesis/
catagenesis for coals may be determined. A high-resolution
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chemostratigraphic measurement of layers may be made to
determine stratigraphic correlations, or paleoclimates. In
addition, the reservoir connectivity of a hydrocarbon reser-
voir may be determined by an isotope correlation of latest
forming cements.

24

techniques is not intended to be limited to the particular
embodiments disclosed herein. Indeed, the present tech-
niques include all alternatives, modifications, and equivalents
falling within the true spirit and scope of the appended
claims.

TABLE 1

Example of Carbon Isotope Ratio Analysis

(100% (0.001%
Total Efficiency)  Efficiency)
Sputter 2c 3¢ Best2e Total C Volume Volume
Time 12C Tot 13¢C Tot count count Precision Atoms Sputtered Sputtered
(sec) Counts Counts error error  (per mil) Sputtered (um?) (um?)

10 1.00 x 10%°7  1.01 x 10*% 0316 0.995  1.044 1.10x10*% 83x107% 83x 107!

The techniques may be useful in geomicrobiology to deter-
mine biogenic mineral deposition and microfossils. In min-
eralogy/petrography, the techniques may be useful to deter-
mine paragenetic (carbonate and clastic) sequences,
hydrothermal alteration, cementation, or clastic grain prov-
enance.

The techniques may be used to determine organic/clay
interactions, for example, to identify source rock deposition.
The techniques may provide critical information to improve
enhanced oil recovery, as well as improved reservoir charac-
terization by secondary porosity processes, porosity and per-
meability alteration by fines or organics, and cementation
processes. The SIMS techniques may also be used to deter-
mine organic mineralization (e.g., U, Fe, Mo) in order to
differentiate the thermal maturity of a kerogen.

Extension of SIMS Method to Higher Spatial Resolution

Extension of the method to achieve even higher spatial
resolution than commonly practiced may be achieved. The
process limits that can be theoretically achieved may be esti-
mated. As described above, the SIMS technique may utilize a
volume of about 10% um? for isotope analysis. Using carbon
isotopes as an example, it can be demonstrated that much
smaller volumes should be possible. Details of the calculation
are shown in Table 1 below. Graphite can be selected as an
example material. Graphite has a density of about 2.2 g/cc and
a C-to-'>C ratio of about 1:99. If the goal is a *C/**C
precision of about 1%, counting statistics provides the esti-
mated number of atoms of each isotope needed to achieve this
precision as *C=1.00x10" atoms and *C=1.01x10° atoms.
At a typical sputter rate of 1x10” atoms per second, a total
sputter time of 10 seconds may be needed to achieve these
totals. This provides a >C counting error of0.316%o and a *>C
counting error of 0.995%.. Combined, these values provide
the target precision. Finally the volume of material sputtered
can be calculated. The goal is to minimize this volume to give
higher spatial resolution than is typically available.

Using the density of graphite, the theoretical required vol-
ume is only 8.3x107% um?>. This is a significant improvement
over the typical 10* um?>. Improving efficiency factors for ion
yield (to 1% or greater) and SIMS detection (to 0.1% or less)
may further reduce this. Combined, these two factors may
provide a 0.001% efficiency penalty. Thus, it can be estimated
that the required volume is about 0.8 um?>. Accordingly, sig-
nificantly higher spatial resolution may be achievable than is
now commonly used.

While the present techniques may be susceptible to various
modifications and alternative forms, the exemplary embodi-
ments discussed above have been shown only by way of
example. However, it should again be understood that the

What is claimed is:
1. A method for microprobe analyses of isotope ratios in

20 inhomogeneous matrices, comprising:

selecting a plurality of matrix standards that have matrices
that have a common characteristic with a sample matrix;
running a bulk isotope analysis on each of the plurality of
matrix standards to determine a bulk isotope ratio value

25 for each of the plurality of matrix standards;

running a plurality of microprobe analyses on each of the
plurality of matrix standards to determine a plurality of
microprobe isotope ratio values for each of the plurality
of matrix standards;

30  eliminating spurious values from the plurality of micro-

probe isotope ratio values;

averaging the plurality of microprobe isotope ratio values
for each of the plurality of matrix standards to create an
average microprobe isotope ratio value associated with

35 each of the plurality of matrix standards;

plotting the bulk isotope ratio value for each of the plurality
of matrix standards against the average microprobe iso-
tope ratio value associated with each of the plurality of
matrix standards to create a matrix corrected calibration

40 curve; and

running a microprobe analysis on a target region of the
sample matrix and using the matrix corrected calibration
curve to determine a matrix corrected isotope ratio, "M,
for a selected element in the target region.

45 2. The method of claim 1, further comprising running a
working standard during an analysis to correct isotope ratio
measurements for instrumental mass fractionation (IMF).

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising:
determining a plurality of matrix corrected isotope ratios

50 for the sample matrix and creating a map of the matrix

corrected isotope ratios of the sample matrix.
4. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining
a quality of a reservoir core sample wherein the reservoir core
sample comprises the sample matrix.

55 5. The method of claim 4, further comprising creating a
map of grain coatings from the map of isotope ratios.

6. The method of claim 4, further comprising creating a
map of cements from the map of isotope ratios.
7. The method of claim 3, wherein the map comprises

60 2C/M2C (3'3C) ratios.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising determining
an origin of carbon in minerals in the sample matrix.

9. The method of claim 3, wherein the map comprises
180/1%0 (820) ratios.

65 10.The method of claim 9, further comprising determining
a temperature of precipitation for minerals in the sample
matrix.
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11. The method of claim 3, wherein the map comprises
345/328 (8°*S) ratios.

12. The method of claim 11, further comprising determin-
ing an origin of sulfur in minerals in the sample matrix.

13. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining
grain provenance from the map of isotope ratios.

14. The method of claim 3, further comprising freezing the
sample matrix on a cryogenic stage to solidify a fluid in the
sample matrix prior to creating the map ofisotope ratios of the
sample matrix.

15. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining
a connectivity of the sample matrix.

16. The method of claim 1, wherein a size of the target
region is less than about 0.8 pm?.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the microprobe analy-
sis is performed by secondary ion mass spectrometry (SIMS)
and/or atom-probe mass spectrometry.

18. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
an isotope ratios (8”"M) of a fluid inclusion in the sample
matrix by:

solidifying the fluid inclusion using a low temperature; and

running a microprobe analysis on the solidified fluid inclu-

sion.

19. The method of claim 18, further comprising determin-
ing an isotope ratio of a component in a frozen brine in the
solidified fluid inclusion.

20. The method of claim 1, further comprising determining
a thermal, chemical and/or physical condition of the sample
matrix based at least in part on the isotope ratio for the
selected element.

21. The method of claim 20, further comprising:

obtaining the sample matrix from a hydrocarbon reservoir;

and

producing hydrocarbons from the hydrocarbon reservoir

based at least in part on the thermal, chemical and/or
physical condition of the sample matrix.

22. The method of claim 1, wherein the isotope ratio is a
13C/'2Cisotoperatio (8*°C); and the method comprises deter-
mining a carbonate diagenesis based, at least in part, on the
d13C.

23. The method of claim 1, wherein the isotope ratio is a
130/150 isotope ratio (8'°%0).

24. The method of claim 23, further comprising determin-
ing a temperature of formation for a silica cement based, at
least in part, on the 20,

25. The method of claim 23, further comprising:

obtaining a record of formation temperature for the target

region from a paleothermometer;

determining a salinity ofa fluid trapped in the target region;

and

determining a pore fluid evolution based at least in part on

the 8'%0, a fractionation factor for a mineral-water pair,
and the formation temperatures.

26. The method of claim 1 wherein the isotope ratio is a
343/28 isotope ratio (3°*S).

27. The method of claim 26, further comprising determin-
ing the probability of a sour gas condition based at least in part
on the 8**5.

28. The method of claim 26, further comprising dating the
time of precipitation of the target region based at least in part
on a comparison of the 8*S with a sulfur isotope variation in
seawater over a period of time.
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29. The method of claim 26, further comprising:

obtaining the sample matrix from a hydrocarbon reservoir;

determining an origin for H,S in the hydrocarbon reservoir
by comparing the 8**S of a gas in the reservoir to the
8“S of the target region; and

modifying exploration strategies based on a location of a
sulfate source for the H,S.

30. The method of claim 1, wherein the isotope ratio is a
87S1/%9Sr isotope ratio (8*°Sr) of the Ca-bearing cement; and
the method may comprise determining an origin and precipi-
tation time for a cement by comparing the 8*°Sr to a curve
showing isotope variation over time.

31. A system for analyzing isotope variations in inhomo-
geneous matrices, comprising:

an ion generator, wherein the ion generator is configured to
generate ions from a target region of a sample;

a particle detector, wherein the particle detector is config-
ured to generate a signal that is proportional to the num-
ber of isotopes for a target element in the target region;
and

an analysis unit, comprising:
an input system configured to process the signal from the

particle detector to determine a count for two or more

isotopes for the target element;

a processor; and
a memory device comprising code configured to direct

the processor to:

calculate an isotope ratio for the target element;

project the isotope ratio onto a matrix corrected cali-
bration curve,

wherein the matrix corrected calibration curve com-
prises:

selecting a plurality of matrix standards that have
matrices that have a common characteristic with
the sample;

running a bulk isotope analysis on each of the plural-
ity of matrix standards to determine a bulk isotope
ratio value for each of the plurality of matrix stan-
dards;

running a plurality of microprobe analyses on each of
the plurality of matrix standards to determine a
plurality of microprobe isotope ratio values for
each of the plurality of matrix standards;

eliminating spurious values from the plurality of
microprobe isotope ratio values;

averaging the plurality of microprobe isotope ratio
values for each of the plurality of matrix standards
to create an average microprobe isotope ratio value
associated with each of the plurality of matrix stan-
dards;

plotting the bulk isotope ratio value for each of the
plurality of matrix standards against the average
microprobe isotope ratio value associated with
each of the plurality of matrix standards to create
the matrix corrected calibration curve; and

determine a matrix corrected value for the isotope
ratio.

32. The system of claim 31, wherein the particle detector
further comprises a sector field mass spectrometer.

33. The system of claim 31, wherein one of the particle
detector and the ion generator further comprises an atom
probe.



